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SOCIAL MATTERS.

Th following ladies have been invited to act
as patroness.s for the Princeton Glee, Banjoand Mandolin Club onncert on the evening of
Tuesday, December 29: Mrs. Harrison. }irs.Morton. Mrs. McKee Mrs. Noble. Mrs. an-
amaker, Mrs. Rusk, irs. Miller. Mrs. Romero,Madam Mendonca, Mrs. McMillan, Mrs. Dolph,Mrs. Field, Mrs. arlan, Mrs. Bloomer, Mrs.
Mattingly and Mrs. Thomas Biggs.
Mrs. P. V. DeGraw and son, Edwin, will

spend the holidays in Philadelphia.
Mrs. William H. Codrick, who has been visit-

ing her sister, Mrs. Helen S. Myers, 67 H street
northwest, has returned to her homo in Port-
land, Ore.
Dr. and Mrs. William A. Hammond gave a

dinner party on Wednesday at Belconrt. The
guests were Mr. and Mrs. Pellew. Mr. and Mrs.
Henry May. Mr. and Mrs. John Poor, Dr. and.
Mrs. Richey, Mrs. Wallach and Dr. Bisphatm.
The Nonesuch Eacher Club met at the resi-

dence of Mrs. Wm. Russell, 1911 8th street
northwest, on Wednesday evening. First prizes
were won by Mrs. Blcakmore ard Mr. Brower,second by Mrs. Mathewson and Dr. Hamlin.
Befreshments were served and a Christmas box
presented to each guest by the hostess. Those
present were Mesdames Starkey, Bleakmore,Jester, Mathewson. Hamlin, Russell. Misses
Starkey, Mathewson and Hamlin, Messrs.
Brower. Jester, Bleskmore, Russell, Starkeyand Msm=
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Williamson. 613 Virginia

avenue southeast, celebrated their silver wed-
ding last Monday night. Several handsome
presents in silver and linen were received and
a numbe, of shales .ieuds were entertained.
Among these pressent were rev. E. H. Severn,
Mr. and Mrs. Haskins. Mrs. C. C. Wood, Mr.
and Mrs. J. O. King, Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Mat-
thews, Mr. and Mrs. Chiseldine.
Ms. Smith, wife of Col. Rodney Smith, U. S.

A., will spend the holidays with the family of
Ge . Wm. Smith at 1606 k street.
Mrs Sarah Irwin Mattingly, widow of the

late Dr. C. C. Mattingly of Kentucky, has lo-
cated permanently in Washington and leased
the residence 1455 Massachusetts avenue.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Johnson of Brooklyn
have been spending a few days with their
uncle, Mr. E. H. Klemroth of Corcoran street,
and have now returned home.
Mrs. S. C. Soot, nee Goldie Wallach, is visit-

ing her mother, Mrs. Wallach, 243 Delaware
avenue northeast, where she will be at home
on Thursdays.
Mr.and Mrs. W. F. Melbourne of 2013 R street

northwest, having leased their home to Hon.
George B. Wendling. are now at 217 East Capi-tol street, whero they will be happy to see their
friends. Col. George W. Shutt, the brotne: of
Mrs. Melbourne, having been absent, in Door
health, for two years, is visiting his sister AId
is much improved.
Louis P. Smith. now in his secondyear at the

College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York,
has 24turned to his home in Hyattsville for the
holidays. Mr. Smith recently resigned his po-
sition as private secretary to Mr. Soloy, aesmet-
ant secretary of the navy, to resume his medi-
cal coursa of study.
There was a pleasant birthday party at the

residence of Mr. and Mrs. James IV. Barker,
1106 H street, Monday evening, in honor of the
A1th birthday of their grandson. Master Frank
Barker Laporte, that was participated in by a
number of his Ave-year-old friends. The
usual games were played. tho most amusing
being the contest for a prize in presenting a
donkey with a tail. Master Willie Newton car-
ried off the honors, while Miss Margie Folhan
was presented with the booby. At 8 o'clock
refreshments were mrred. Master Frank's
matama was ably assisted by his aunts, Mrs. 0.
Ea.menston and Mars. D~r. Stockstill, and his
uncle, Dr. H. H. Biarker. After the repust the
entire party ealled on Grandma Uarker, who
was lamne and unable to be present. Among
those in attendance wore B. W. and May
Barker, Minnie Barron, Margie and Nelie
Follin. WIlliu Newton, Franres Lurket, Willie
Yeates Helen and Lonie Dent nnd Ada Rose,
Mr. John E. Parker, the choirmaster of St.

Mark's Church, Capitol Hill1, entertained the
mnembers of the choir, including the little boys,
at his home, on 6th street, Tiuesday evening.
There were about twenty present, and a most
enjoyable eveing was spent.
The engagement of Miss 11. May Moore,

formierly of Washington, to Mr. George Bayer
of Baltimore Is nnnounced. The wedding will
oeeur In the letter city on January 10. The
bride-elect Is the only unmarried sister of Mrs.
Mary S. Wilson of Congress Heights.

ALEXnBASonDIAu
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bee. somsewhat acisy, but not disorderly. The
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CBRISTMAS AT THE WHITE 3OS1.
A Happy Time Around a Christmas Twss In

the Lbeary.
TOTS AND SEATDOL oIFTs POs RP.gAWiN AND
MARY N'EE-PRamENTs FO THE PRESIDENT
AND ARS. BARaisON AND OTHER EEUEM A O
THE ROUSEHOLD-A PLEA5A1 1A5 .T OATE-
ERI.\O.

The tootig of a tin horn in a series of more
of less musical notes was the signal for the
commencement of the Christmascelebration at
the White House this morning shortly after 10
o'clock. When Mrs. Dimmick blew this juve-
nile instrument, faces came smiling from every
door all around her in the corridor upstairs.
and soon all the members of the presidential
family bad assembled in a laughing procession.
At the head of it was the President and Dr.
Scott, Master Benjamin and pretty little Mary
McKee. A stream of light shone from the lib-
rary door and away in the corner of that his-
toric apartment glistened like a thousand stars
the Christman tree. The subsequent proceed-ings would interest all the world could the roof
of the White House have been lited off and
everybody had a chance to peep in.

AROL'ND THE TREE.
On a table near the tree were copies of Mas-

ter Benjamin's address and the invocation to
the Christ-child, both the inspiration of the
children's governess-Fraulein Hampe. These
were handed about. and while the little ones
spoke in tBerman their audience was just asappreciative as if every word was understood.
After this formal part of the program every-body had a chance to inspect their gifts. The
children found theirs-toys of all sorts and
kinds-arranged around on the floor under
their tree. One side devoted to Mary's giftshad a full set of baby doll furniture, with babydolls, lady dolls and boy dolls, a piano, a
kitchen outit and a quantity of other feminine
necessities in the world of babydom, while Ben-
jamin had a steam engine, a couple of trains of
cars, a full suit of armor, books, pictures and
all manner of things to tickle a boyish fancy.

GIrTS PoE YaS. uARaaiO.
On a table near by were Mrs. Harrison's gifts.

It was like a bride's collection, and all the
members of her family, as well as nysny promi-
nent persons all over the country, were repre-sented by valuabla tokens. Even while she
was admiriug them others were arriving--abeautiful cabinet and a box of potatoes, from
the ideal to the real, so to speak, were amongthe articles that came too late to be classified.
The potatoes came all the way from Salt Lake
City, and the smallest one of their would weighfrom three to four pounds. One of the Mlur-
phys from Mormondom was shown to the Presi-
dent and exhibited among his gifts. Some of
the others will grace the Christmas dinner alongwith the usual accompaniments Steward McKimhas so liberally provided for the feast.
Three or four other tables held presents for

the President, Mrs. McKee, Dr. Scott, Mrs.
Dimmick, Lieut. and Mrs. Parke- and all the
household retinue. Nobody knew what the
other was to give and the surprises and pleas-ures would make a long story. Dr. Scott felt
his youth renewed in entering into all the
sports of the children, and they in turn didnot
enjoy any of their toys or presents until he had
passed approval of them.

THE HOUSEHOLD.
The family spent a very jolly hour together

and the clerical force, Mr. Halford, Mr. Pru-
den. Mr. Tibbets and Mr. Moutgomery,were all
in to see the fun, as were also Capt. Dinsmore,Mr. Turner and Sergeant Johnson, who es-
caped by turns from minding the big front
door down stairs. Mr. 1. H. Hoover, the
White Houso electrician, treated the companyto a delightfui surprise by weaving in one cor-
ner of the room a cobweb and a spider. Of
course the web was silver wire and the red
body of the spider had an electric light burn-
ing behind it. The effect was perfect.All the servants took part in the celebration,and Benjamin and Mary had a present for
them. Jerry, who is the light comedian of the
mansion, kept up his reputation for fun and
caused the President to utter the only apologyhe will have to make today. When Jerrywished him the compliments of the season the
President told him how much he regretted not
being able to present to him his favorite deli-
cacy, a 'possum, and, amid roars of laughter,Jerry responded that he had nothing agin aturkey. It was regarded as a fortunate thingalso that Jerry wore his red necktie today, as
the sparkling diamond in the middle of it
helped to disperse the gloom in the dark cor-
ners of the house.
The President yesterday presented to each

employe of the house an order for a turkey or
a pair of gloves. Mrs. Harrison added to this
by a personal gift.Mr. Russell Harrison cameon from New York
this morning and was at the White House in
time to eat breakfast with his jarents. A tele-
gram was received from Mr. McKee from Jersey
City, showing that he was that far on his jour-
ney, and if no further delays were encountered
he will get here in ample time to enjoy the best
part of the day with his wife and children.
The pretty little address prepared by MaryMcKee is as follows.

"Grossmama Dir Gottes Segen.Glick Und Freund Auf Allen Weggen,Und Gesundheit aller best,
Zu dem schonen Weihnachtfest."

A surprise awaited the President when his
young grandson proudly preuted the first
specimen of his penmarship. executing with
infinite labor the following address. which he
declaimed with appropriate gestures and quaintlittle bows:

"Meinen Grospapa deni lieben.
Hat dies Versehen iih t g hrieben,Dass er zu dem heilgen Christ,Hiet von mir beschenket ist,
Zu der schonen weihuachtazeis,Dei sich alle welterfreut.
Wunsch ich dir alsheilgen Christ
Tausei tahre Leubus frit,
Viele F'reude'n Obdendrieii,
WVill deiii lieber tiungesciu."

Miss Mary Motton had her Christmaa tree
party last evening. Today the Vice P'resident
and Mrs. Mortoc ate dinner with their five
daughters and a few friends.

Secretary Blaine and Mrs. Blaine will have a
late dinner, at which thero sill be present Miss
Hattie Blaine, James (G. Ilaine, Jr., and Mr.
and Mrs. Walter Damroich.---Secretary
Elkins spent his ChristmaA with his familyat Elhins. W. Va. --ecretary Tracy,
Mrs. Wilmnerding and Miss Alice Wil-
merding formed a quiet family partyat their residence on K street--Secre-
tary Noble and his wife had us their only guests
the Misses Hlalsted, the sisters of Mrs.
Noble.--scretary, Mrs, and Miss Foster
spent the day quietly. They dined together
for the first time since the. Secre-
tary's illness.--Secretary and Mrs. Ruskwill have - the principal otlicors of tiheAgricultural Department at dinner with themtonlght.--Attorney General and Mrs. Miller,their two daughters and their son hsd an old-
fashioned Indiana Christmas dinner altogether.
--Postmaster General Wanamaker celebrated
Christmas at Lindenhurst, his countryplc
ner Phlldephia, with the members .1his

Tuu Essoars or A Yaa.--A sonfugics of
werds Ia a synopsis of a statement by the
ehief of the bureau of statistics in yesterdayr'sBran of imports and eiL rts for twelve months
made it appear that e balane~was en the
wrong aide of the column. The statement
shows that the exports for the twelve mouths
ended November180 aounted to 0,01.185,as against 3856,952, 136 for the precediung
year. The Impotsfor the saes twelve maouths
amounted to 1,3'?2,48S, agan 20W,43,80Sfor the preceding year. Teewas a gainduring the year of nearly $100.0,0WiIn the
e tttrade of the eountry, while the imports
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WORK A3ON1 Ta coaiitTnEl.
The cutting down of appropriations isathing

which Wrmises much perplexity for the dat-
ocratic majority of the House. It is a very
much easier thing to talk about reducing e-
penditures than it is to make the reductin.
The appropriations committee is constructed
with "retrenchment and reform" in view, and
in all probability there will be some very deep
cutting by that committee. But that eommit
tee have not alone the say as to expenditures.
The only bills they have charge of are the leg-
islative, the sundry civil. the general defciency,
the District of Columbia and the fortifications.
The Indian, the naval, the army and military
academy. the consular and diplomatic, the
river ands harbor, the agricultural and the postoffice appropriation billsare distributed amongother committees, and undess all agree upon a
general policy the efforts of one com sittee to
economize ril not be very productive of re-
suits, and there is the probability of very dis-
proportionate appropriations. A nuh2ber of
the alpropriations made by the last Congress
are continuous and cannot be cut of exceptby legislation or involve, by reason of eon-
tracts for work started, additional appropria-tions by this Congress. These present ques-tions that are very difficult to deal with.
PUOPOSrIozIs TEAT NroET CAUSE A conwTin1.
It has been proposed that aclausebe iaserted

in one of the appropriation bills repealing the
sugar bounty and the steamship subsidy, but
th is a thing that wil be very dilicult of
ac mplishment and the attempt might resuit
in a very long session with a hot light betweenthe Hose and Senate, and fnally in the fail-
ure of the bill upon which the rider was placed.These expenditures must be continued or there
will be a tremendous fight. Very rigid econ-
omy may be put in practice in the ordinary
government expenditures, but at the best, very
many millions cannot be saved by cutting off
clerks, reducing delaries, and cuttingdmcontingent expenses n the ordinary govern-
ment service. leyond theme things there is
very little that Mr. Holman's committee has
control of, and as an ofeet for the poitieal
necessity of a reduction of exponditures. there
are very urgent demands for unusual appro-priations, as in the case of the world's fair and
provisions for the payment of Indian claims
which were appropriated for by the last Con-
gres, but not paid for the reason that there
was not over much money in the treasury.To make any material reduction in the appro-priations there must be some very deep cuttingby the several other committees having app-priation bila in charge, and there will Imeas
difficulty in bringing about a concert of acion.
It is expected, for instance, that there will be
a very earnest demand for an increase all alm.
the line of the establishment of the Agrica-tural Department, and in the present state of
poitical apprehension it will require a greatstock of courage to refuse anything that a de-
sanded in the name of the former.

TEi NAVT AND DIPLOMATIc snvaio.
In view of the pesibility of a brush with

Chile and in the light of our experience of
doubt and anxiety, being threatened by tort
eign complications, propositions to iedaee en-
penditures for the navy may !ad assay n-
pediments in their way. The same complce-tionsma inspire the framers of the conslar
and di appropriation bill with the
idea that our international afairs are of suchimportance as to demand especial attention
and liberality of provisions for the diplematieservice. The postal service is spre'i and
there is a demand for greater potalf* tiss,
which may increse the expenditures beyond
the receipts.
AA these things stand in the way of thep-icy of economy nad- aresset diclsewwil require great skill to overcome.
From the contemplation of this situation thethoughts of the eoomists naturally tarn tothe river and harbor expenditures. There is

some talk of having no river and harbor bill orof greatly reducing the appropriations for theimprovement of waterways. But the verymention of this idea provokes a vigoroustest, and it develops that the west must he
a large expenditure for the improvement andenlargement of facilities for water transporto-tion whatever else may suffer.

TE CHILEA aITUATIOM,
Serioas Aspects of the mse-The rsp.aa

Message to Congress.
There appear to be good reasons for the be-

lief that the Chilean situation is more serious
than the public generally appreciate. The ex-
act situation is not generally understood. The
difference of opinion and the misinformation
current appear to arise largely from the feet
that the attitude of the Chileans as represented
by their minister in this country is very differ-
cut from that occupied by the government on
their native soil. Minister Monttisveryfriendly
and conciliatory in his manner before the ad-
ministration and is said to be holding out on
all occasions the prospect of a satisfactory set-
tlement of the difficulty between the two coun-
tries. But meanwhile his people at home are
making things as disagreeable as possile fee'
the American minister and for all represen ta-
tives of the American government in that coun-
try and are maintaining an attitude of arro-
gance, defiance and absolutt hostility. It is
yet to be developed whether Minister ilentS is
sincere in a desire to reach a settlement which
will be satisfactory to the United States or
whether he is merely playing the part of adilmtfrthe purpose of gaininag time. It
is probable that the United States governumentis as much in doubt as are the public as to
what the outcome of the matter will be. It Is
probable that Mr. Blaine is not deceived by
any professions that may be msde without acts
to sustain them, but this country is strongenough to be forbearant until forbearance
cases to be a virine. The new government of
Chile will soon be fully established,
and everything depends upon the action of
that government. At this tune there does not
appear to be any particular reason to expect
that there will be any radical change of sen-
timent in Chile or any ddEerence in the coo-
duct of that govesnment, but at the me. timse
they will be given an opportunity to do the
proper thing and this government will be rn
lieved of the possible criticism of having acted
too hastily should hostilities result.
At the same lime it is certain that thedint

of the United States will be maintained and ifsatisiaction for the outrages that have been
perpetrated is not given by the new Chilean
government soon after its insisnasian the
mutter will probably be laid before Congremscoon sftar the holiday reina for such aton as
appears necessary.

TUE WASENIEON ASTLUTE.
Tures esi Orns~amse der AIK the &

M thisFanpese.
There were great timmes at the Washinghmn

Asylum today. Early this morning a numher
ot ladies froma the W. C. T. U. west out and
distributed gifts to the Inatis ot the alems
house. Evory oee semed happy. The hos-
pital wurds were tustsfuity deesrated ader the
skInlfa hanas of Kims Reed, the h..d nars
and the patients wore all height and eentented.
Dre. Boves, Walsh, Utn.~tn.egh, Nvitt an

nkrte. smde the regulme seeme this -seii
and preseribed for the slak, and ege wedsf
comafert to the ears et thr anferinate.
A grand dinner, wieh amqm end srune.=y

sense, fali and other deessie, wa mcewed
to all shoot S o'elesek. The *ibR" iszed hseinmat-e tfhe aheand hamsh week esq
and the ythymade hrom do
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HASTINGS'DEATH UST
At te Seeof Lat Night'. ai-

way Wreck.

Bloodshed in Mexico in Closing
Monastefies.

DESTROYED BY THE FLAME.

ants rentsexs wsas asr.m

The Medules of the aaiwny saisen t
smsae anthe ass.

Taarewx. N. Y., Dec. 5.-Nie people In
all were killed in the munmbo., betwees the fnes
St. Louis express and tb Niagara eprems en
the New YorL Central railroad, eas ale maeth
of astings, last night.

Tas anaan.

Their aness mm fellows: Them. Ph4lhy of
Boston, George Knight, conductor; Gertrude
Muore, Medias, N. Y.; Min D. 0. Ford, B.-
dina, N. Y.; George Wright, car perter; Mrs. A.
B. Baldwin, N.Y.; unknown womesa; Unknown
man, supposed to be either lawyer Edward
John.. or Lawyer K. C. Wileoa o the Ira at
Jobes A Wileea of New York; umknew
wesan, about twenty-ev. yearseld.

ens rsen.
The injured, who are at the hespials in

Yonkers, e as feows: Iast. John'esoepital-
Miss Lilal Baldwin of No. 71 ead 85th ereet,
New York; Mrs. B. B. Baldwin; Dr. K. .
Beet, 9M Lneox avenue. Now York; editor of
the Poughbhepsie ear, amt unknewn; a
woman with the Ieldwan family, whose mans. M
Unknown.
At tit. Joseph's Hospital-Mis D. G. Ford 6t

Medius, died at 6: a.m. today; Geo. Wraght,
car porter, died a4 4a.m. today; Ms Lia.
Ford, Median, N. L.; Mies Mrphy, Mdiu,
N. Y.

o= naaMS exmelru .

Both Mas Ford and Wright were terrely
scalded. Their agonia we Intenese ui they
died from their burs. It is probable that the
death list will be welled to twelve er Mftoan.
Of the injured Misr Llli Baldwin ias.aled
about the mend and body and her reeovery a
doubtft Mrs. 3. It. Badwin. the uister-ha-
law of Mbs Lill , is else bedly saled and
breised. Her eonditaoa is ertisaL i.. E. E.
Bet is usalded naw braised abeet the body and
he sin a very dangeroes condition.
The editor of tae Poeugheepeis Mar, who is

ales bruised and eaMed, is u-mie. Me
ham not spoken a word about the -sa-t. he
unknown weman who was with the alMdwin.
is aufering from aheek. lb. is inesesaee
and has been se ever elnee Me sndsat Min
Lissie Ferd or Medin is is a orisinst en-d--'n
rem berns. Min Murphy efMadus isae it
a very aeriocenda---.*4
The eawe st of rges or t. Jehn's and

Si. Joseph's Moept a m--a..n= the set-
bsas and demng al they ean to relieave them.

s mre as IESn aamaa.
AM that remahne today to el the sery of the
bighto dsaser is the sin ret ot the Waguer
deeping ear "Gibralttr." Tia is e. meel-
dewing at the ds et the track where the eel-
lien oecurred. The et of the ear wee
burned up. All th other meable wgehkage.
a e as the daagedene, hae been reameed

by the wrecking trais o the lw jeek cen-
ma salread.

Al AWVU. caet.
The Si. Loue espres was -omp"ed "t two
opres ears, two Ordienry rashes and itsee
epers. Her reusing tin between the

Grand Centra dent and Hastinge in mak
1aster th that of the eMle and Nidgen
La Sight he was two aimteasnate dmade
tre than Aveon" speed. Wnwsgoing per.tienlarly faeta Kntnge, for there are a

switohn or sidings to ear there. The engine
had no warning or the danger unal his
engine ws within 188 lest oreseom the rear
of the etalled expres. Then he dicovered the
red lights on the tail end of the last ea. It.
blew his whistle. eversed his engie and
jamsed down thebeaeansuinaniasant,but se
wwt. The speed Or The heavy unt waeainreey
cechbed when the Collisi.an. om D- hoeAn
yet been able to desecribe the oem.
Mr. J. C. Gould. the trnven engineer of

the Now York Central, e one o the passe-
gere in the Gibraltar, and he with two other
men were the only peroes a the ear who e-
espedalivesanduninjured. Theymatintheirests
near the freet of the ear. They may there we
so w-rling whatever untS an ineaut before
the eeah, when themandeifgef the It. Lnois
expres was beard siet ss them. No one
is the ar bad time to thnkMos it was aN.sue.Sover.

m== axe Cahn!, nos Sitaodn
There were ehrieb and ais fron the

wounded and dying, and then they may that for
a asoment there wan abseto elanee, save for
the panting Or the angina tant seed i.
the midst of the aper and fr
the grininng O its u e wheel en
the traek. le ties.tr med.ot knew how
they get et of the oar. The aack saent thepemeeners in the other amtsrolling heom theiragasa into the aidesand en top Or each other.
Many Or them were brusd, bt .. .ear

is known e waeriemny injured.
It was several minutee before thepim er

and the trairnmen recovered fem tecok
and then they were 'u stricken. Te
tramnpled en each other thi frsto get
to the oen air.

It ws fully itaen minutes before anyoes
had teeovered enmmee.al to mse the deng
wreqgh and to thigk Or saving. The trata-
men were tret abeet. Thhd as fom tha
uninjued.caerk a awot~ e an ''::he
the wood work Orfh irla remaeiped.The injnred who were in the wreck mmedand begged to be reles--- Their erbas urged
en the workern. Somme Or the pi~esweehurried back to thle depot at Emneto send
the news out over the read to warn otrainsthat were das and to e..m==n amtae femthe vi~ags.

Yoes were telegraphed for. Therehurried to the see.
A half hearshggn by se ktrnen endesine Or the ulju aeerwho had
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saade ap nd ewe the demtags theg em putanbm nd in to Te.kse nd theq-
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